Summer activities in Schwangau

Activity time in the village of the king’s castles

Gentle green hills, flower strewn meadows, deep blue lakes, glittering Alpine peaks. What sounds like a film set is the most beautiful reality in the pure nature around Schwangau im Allgäu. As soon as the sun has driven away the last remains of snow, a whole range of free-time summer activities awaits visitors to the village of the king’s castles of Neuschwanstein und Hohenschwangau. It makes no difference whether you are a nature lover or an ambitious amateur sportsman, everyone finds what he is looking for in the spa resort of Schwangau. Hikers and Nordic walking fans take to 120 km of excellently signposted routes at different altitudes. For cycling, 90 km of routes are available to suit the tourist or the keen cyclist. Nordic walkers can get their sticks out on 40 kilometres of route.
If you want to save yourself the climb of the Tegelberg, Schwangau’s home mountain, you can take the mountain railway and enjoy the marvellous view of the Allgäu, Tyrolese and Ammergau Alps at an altitude of 1730 m. When you get back down, there is a summer toboggan track for a serpentine run. Anyone who trusts to the four natural lakes of the area will keep a cool head on hot summer days. On the other hand, you will be completely uplifted, and free as a bird in Schwangau as a renowned paragliding and hang-glider area.
On foot through a land of fairytales

The location is unique, not only because of the two king’s castles of Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau. Here the Allgäu Alps rise suddenly from a broad plain. This has the advantage of gentle walks on the level, through to extended day trips, and even to alpine mountaineering and climbing. The excellently signposted network of hiking paths takes you not only to unique natural highlights such as the Pöllat Gorge at the foot of Neuschwanstein castle, but also through the two Schwangau nature reserves. Whether alone, with the family, friends, or in a guided group, the 560 hectare reserve on the Bannwaldsee lake, and Germany’s largest alpine nature reserve, the Ammergebirge mountains impress through their wide range of flora and fauna. Not without reason was the beloved fairytale king Ludwig II so infatuated with this part of the country. While en route, numerous country inns and comfortable alpine huts invite you to enter. One of them is the former hunting lodge of King Maximilian II of Bavaria. In Schwangau, Nordic walking fans will find five fabulous routes, from easy to hard, which lead through picturesque landscapes and past typical Allgäu scattered settlements.

Under way on various types of wheels

Cycling in Schwangau is a unique pleasure. Countless cycle paths lead to rewarding destinations. Touring cyclists particularly appreciate the routes on the level around Forggensee lake or along a disused railway line. Mountain bikers are attracted to Bleckenau, the former hunting lodge of King Ludwig II, which lies directly behind Neuschwanstein castle. Just like the cyclists, the inline skaters also profit from many asphalted cycling routes. Just to glide effortlessly along the lake shore is the best way to put the everyday world behind you, and to enjoy the landscape so generously endowed by nature. The level asphalted stretches are a blessing especially for people with a handicap, because they allow a barrier-free and therefore uninhibited holiday.

Water fun in all its facets

Fabulous lakes, pure reinvigoration, and bathing fun for young and old are guaranteed, as are first class waters. What can be better on a hot summer day than to dare to leap boldly into one of the four Schwangau lakes? Under the magnificent backdrop of the Allgäu and Tyrolese Alps, the Alpsee, Schwansee, Bannwaldsee and Forggensee lakes invite you to unlimited bathing pleasure. If you prefer to keep your feet dry out on the lake, we suggest the pedalos and rowing boats. There is even an excursion ship which picks up passengers in Schwangau and brings them in comfort on a panoramic cruise past surfers and sailors, across the largest lake in the Allgäu region.
Looking for adventure?

If you have lust for an adventure, we suggest para-gliding or hang gliding. The local schools offer regular courses. For beginners, a tandem flight with an experienced pilot is just the right thing. Who can otherwise claim for himself that he has gently glided from Tegelberg mountain down to the valley in sight of the king’s castles?
Enjoy yourself!

Even when the most different things are combined together, the wide choice in Schwangau covers almost all interests. Cultural highlights range from a down-to-earth local evening with Allgäu hospitality to the outstanding autumn concerts in Neuschwanstein castle. The cultural wealth of the region seems like a walk through history. From the Roman villa at the foot of Tegelberg mountain, via the inhospitable conditions of life in feudal towns in the region, to the regal ambiance of the Wittelsbach dynasty – it is all within a stone’s throw. By the way, the nearest golf club with panoramic views to the castles is only a few minutes away by car.
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